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Welcome to the last Herald edition of 
2018. 
This year has just flown by – I must be 
getting old! Lots of things have 
happened this year including our 
successful Ofsted inspection; all staff 
being trained in paediatric first aid; 
staff gaining higher qualifications; 
additional staff training; successful 
fund-raising events for charities; 
outings to the farm, museum, parks, 
theatre; visits by storyteller &, drama 
groups; and not forgetting our Pre-
school graduates who left us with very 
fond memories and very well-prepared 
for big school. Roll on 2019! 
 

Holiday Dates 2018/19 
All our holiday dates can be found on 
the website but just a quick reminder 
of our Christmas closure dates:  
 

Last day: Friday 21st Dec 
 

Staff Training Days:  
Monday 24th December & 
Wednesday 2nd January 
 

We reopen: Thurs 3rd Jan 2019 
 

NB. I have also attached a separate 
sheet with important Christmas events  
 
 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to come along on Friday 
7th December for chance to let your 
hair down and relax over a glass or two 
of fizz with our staff team. We’re 
delighted to have live music from the 
Blythe Hill Players, a renowned Irish 
folk band. Our chef, Raymond, will 
prepare delicious hot food for us all.  
All parents & carers (sorry, no children) 
are warmly invited to come along from 
6.30 to 8.30pm - come for the whole 
time or just drop in for a short while if 
you have other plans.  

 
See you there! 

 

 

Pushchair Parking Area 
With apologies for repeating the same 
message but we would like to remind 
everyone to please fold pushchairs and 
store them sensibly so that there’s 
space for all. We appreciate that it can 
be tempting to just park up a pushchair 
and rush off; however increasingly have 
to rearrange them as they encroach on 
the children’s play space, which can 
cause accidents to children as well as 
damage to pushchairs.  
Our storage area is limited and the 
priority must be for pushchairs so we 
would be most grateful if children’s 
personal scooters, bikes etc are not left 
at nursery as they take up valuable 
pushchair space and are very tempting 
for children to play with - which doesn’t 
always go down well with the owners as 
you can well imagine. 
Let us know if you have any ideas on how 
to improve the storage area 
 

 
 

Parking 
For the safety of all pedestrians, please 
can I reminded all parents not to park 
on double yellow lines or on the street 
corners. Even parking for a couple of 
minutes causes dangers as neither 
pedestrians nor drivers have clear 
sight. We are grateful for your 
cooperation in this matter. 

 
Children In Need 

Thank you to everyone who donated to 
this very worthy cause. It was great to 
see so many of us come to nursery in our 
pyjamas, buy delicious cakes and guess 
the number of sweets in the jar. As a 
result of all these efforts, we are 
delighted to let you know that we raised 

a fabulous £272! 
 

Welcome Back 
We welcome back Chloe Smart and 
Hannah Waterland who have just 
returned on a part-time basis after 
maternity leave. Chloe works Mon to 
Wed in Pre-school as co-deputy with 
Michelle. And Hannah works Wed to Fri 
in Babies.  

Entrance Door & Alarm 
Hopefully everyone has managed to work 
out the new door entry system without too 
much confusion!  We feel sure that it will 
make for more efficient drop in and out 
routine for everyone. 
Please, please can I remind you to check 
entrance doors are securely closed behind 
you when entering or leaving nursery. If 
you hear the buzzer alarm, it means the 
door is not properly closed so please make 
sure to lift handle firmly  up when you shut 
the door, 
 

Time to wrap up! 
After a glorious summer and autumn, it is 
(sadly!) time to think about wearing extra 
layers to keep the cold out. Please can you 
ensure that your child is coming to nursery 
in suitable clothing as we play outdoors in 
all weathers.  
 

30 Hours 
For parents who currently receive 30 
funded hours, please remember that you 
must reconfirm your eligibility code by 
31st December. We strongly recommend 
that you do this asap as any parents who do 
not reconfirm their code will be ineligible 
for funding in January and full fees will be 
charged. 
For those parents considering applying for 
a 30hrs code, please be aware we currently 
have very limited 30hrs places available. 
We would like to make you aware that just 
by registering and receiving a 30 hrs code 
does not automatically entitle you to such 
a place. We do not want any parent to be 
disappointed but you may have to wait until 
more places become available. We advise 
that you let us know as soon as possible if 
you have a code and we will advise you of 
our availability.  Check out the Childcare 
Choices website for more info 
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 
 
Finally, as always, I’d like to remind you 
that my door is always open so please feel 
free to pop up and see me anytime if you 
have a query about any aspect of the 
nursery. For times when I am not available, 
you are welcome to speak to my deputies 
Michelle Weston or Chloe Smart (Pre-
School) or Lisa Illidge (Third-in-charge 
and based in Babies). And of course you are 
welcome to ring or email if you prefer.  

 
Best wishes,  Kerrie Smith 

(Nursery Manager) 
 


