
Hillyfields Herald December 2019 

 

Welcome to the last Herald edition 
of 2019. 
 
This year has just flown by – I must be 
getting old! Lots of things have happened 
this year including; successful fund-
raising events for charities; outings to 
the, museum, parks, theatre and visits by 
storyteller and not forgetting our Pre-
school graduates who left us with very 
fond memories and very well-prepared for 
big school. Roll on 2020! 
 

Kerrie Smith 
(Nursery Manage - Tues - Fri) 

 
 

Open Evening  
We would like to say a big thank you to 
everyone who attended our Christmas 
open evening last week - it was so nice to 
get the opportunity to meet with you all. 
The feedback we received was lovely and 
we have made sure all staff are aware of 
your comments and praise! 
Don’t forget that you are welcome to 
speak to staff anytime should you wish to 
discuss any aspect of your child’s 
development.  
 

30 Hours 
For parents who currently receive 30 
funded hours, please remember that you 
must reconfirm your eligibility code by 
31st December. We strongly recommend 
that you do this asap as any parents who 
do not reconfirm their code will be 
ineligible for funding in January and full 
fees will be charged. 
For those parents considering applying 
for a 30hrs code, please be aware we 
currently have very limited 30hrs places 
available. We would like to make you 
aware that just by registering and 
receiving a 30 hrs code does not 
automatically entitle you to such a place. 
We do not want any parent to be 
disappointed but you may have to wait 
until more places become available. We 
advise that you let us know as soon as 
possible if you have a code and we will 
advise you of our availability.  Check out 
the Childcare Choices website for more 
info www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 
 
 

Staff News 
Congratulations: to Chloe who is 
expecting her second baby in 
March 2020.  

 
Welcome Back Jayd who has 
come back to work in our baby 
room.  
 

Children In Need 
Thank you to everyone who donated to this 
very worthy cause. It was great to see so 
many of us come to nursery in our pyjamas, 
buy delicious cakes and guess the number of 
sweets in the jar. As a result of all these 
efforts, we are delighted to let you know that 
we raised a fabulous £334.70 
 
 

Entrance Door & Alarm 
Please, please can I remind you to check 
entrance doors are securely closed behind you 
when entering or leaving nursery. If you hear 
the buzzer alarm, it means the door is not 
properly closed so please make sure to lift 
handle firmly  up when you shut the door, 
 

Starting School in 2020 
Children who were born between 1 September 
2015 and 31 August 2016 are eligible to start 
in the Reception class in September 2020. 
Please note that the closing date for school 
applications for September 2020 is 15th 
January 2020 
 
Legally children must receive full-time 
education from the beginning of the school 
term following their fifth birthday. This 
means that they can remain at nursery until 
September 2019. Increasingly parents are 
choosing to defer school start date when they 
feel that it’s in the children’s best interests.  
We are happy to discuss any aspect of 
starting school with you. 
 
Find out all you need to know about applying to 
start primary school in Lewisham: 
www.lewisham.gov.uk/primaryadmissions  
Find out about primary schools in Lewisham 
and which are closest to you: 
www.lewisham.gov.uk/primaryschools  
Apply online for primary school places: 
www.eAdmissions.org.uk 

   
SOS - Can You Help? 

We do still need a volunteer Father Christmas 
for our Christmas party on Thursday 19th 
December. If you or someone you know can 
help us out, please let us know as soon as 
possible - the party won’t be the same without 
the guest of honour! 
 

Time to wrap up! 
After a glorious summer and autumn, it is 
(sadly!) time to think about wearing extra 
layers to keep the cold out. Please can you 
ensure that your child is coming to nursery in 
suitable clothing as we play outdoors in all 
weathers.  
 
And to help us all keep warm indoors, please 
could we ask you all to close the garden door 
as you come in and out of the building. 

 
 

Important Christmas Dates 
 

Wednesday 18th December 
Christmas Lunch 

(this is only for children who  
normally attend on this day) 

 

Christmas Party  
Thursday 19th December 

 

All children are invited to the party. If 
your child does not usually attend on 
Thursdays, please drop them off at 

2:30pm 
 

Father Christmas 
will be dropping in 

at 4:45pm for 
Babies and 

Toddler and then 
off to see  

Pre-school at 5pm 
Parents are 

cordially invited 
to come along at 

time you children will be see father 
Christmas to listen to Christmas songs and 

see your child receiving a present. 
 

Please note that nursery closes after 
the party at 5.30pm and all children 

must be collected by then.  
 

Friday  20th  December: 
Last day of Nursery 

This will be a Christmas fun day for 
the children with lots of Christmas 

activities, games and musical fun for 
the staff and children. 

 

Christmas Closure 
Nursery will be closed: 
 

Monday 23rd December 
until 

Wednesday 1st January 2020 
inclusive 

 

We reopen as usual on 
Thursday 2nd January 2020 

 
Finally ... 

We wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and a very restful break. 

And best wishes for 2020. 
From 

Kerrie Smith 
& all the Hillyfields staff 


