
        Broadsheet August 2020 

 

Welcome to our summer edition of the 
Broadsheet. 
Well what a year it has been so far! Firstly, 
I would like to thank you all for a smooth 
transition back to the nursery after 
lockdown. The team and myself have been 
delighted to see how well the children have 
returned and settled back into nursery life. 
I hope that you too are settling back into 
your routines.  
Baby News!: I would like to take this 
opportunity to let you know that I am 
expecting my third child. Baby Dearlove 
No.3 will be here in January 2021.  
I’d like to remind you that my virtual door 
is always open so please feel free to email 
me or give me a call at any time. For times 
when I am not available, you are welcome to 
speak to Sali Eren or Kelly Nelms  

 Laura Dearlove 
(Nursery Manager) 

 
Successful Return 

The children have returned so well and we 
are delighted to have our families back. A 
big thank you to all parents for working 
with us and helping us to reopen so 
smoothly and for being so wonderfully 
supportive throughout.  
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the team for their work during 
lockdown whether that was zoom calls or 
Facebook content, and also for their hard 
work in making the bubble system as 
“normal” and fun for the children as it has 
been. 
As you are aware we had to implement 
staggered drop off times and we would ask 
that you please stick to your allocated 
times, Of course there will inevitably be 
times when things go awry so don’t worry -  
but do give us a quick call if you’re going to 
be late.  
At collection time it is extremely important 
that once you have collected your child you 
leave the nursery premises and do not 
congregate directly outside the gate. We 
understand that you may want to chat to 
each other but this causes unnecessary 
crowding and doesn’t allow for the 
recommended social distancing to take 
place, which makes everyone anxious.  
Equally it is important that you enter the 
garden and follow it round to the right, only 
collecting items from the shed once you 
have collected your child and are on your 
way out. Again this allows for a smooth flow 
of people and stops any confusion as to 
where everyone should be.  
Also a reminder that since returning the 
nursery closes at 5pm and all children need 
to be off the premises by this time ready 
for the deep cleaning routine. 

Moving forward in the  
Covid-19 situation 

We have been looking at whether we are 
able to extend our current opening hours 
but regrettably we are unable to do this 
for August and we will continue to close 
at 5pm and every Friday. 
We continue to operate the bubble 
system as this is the safest way for 
everyone. Our staff stay in their bubble 
for the whole time. This means that 
everyone is working the whole day rather 
than our usual shift pattern because we 
cannot mix staff to cover in other rooms 
as would ordinarily happen.  
We acknowledge how disappointing this 
may be for parents but we will be 
reviewing things should any of the 
government updates enable us to rethink 
our position. Please be assured that we 
are keen to get back to normal as much 
as we can and as quickly as we can safely 
do so. 
 

School Leavers 
It’s that time of year again when we say 
goodbye to our children going off to 
Primary School. We wish them all the 
best with everything they do and hope 
they continue to shine bright like the 
stars they are! 

 

Because of Covid-19, there have been no 
visits to and from local schools this year, 
but the Pre-school team have been 
talking to the children about what to 
expect using books, photos and other 
resources such as puppets or role play to 
help prepare children for the transition. 
Please do let us know if there is anything 
in particular you would like us to cover as 
part of the transition to school.  
 

As usual, we will be holding a Graduation 
for the Class of 2020. It will involve a 
little ceremony and celebration for all 
the children that will be going to school 
in September Ordinarily parents would 
be invited but sadly that is not possible 
this year due to restrictions. However 
we are planning to record the ceremony 
so that nobody feels left out. More 
details to follow shortly. 

 

 

 
 

Summer 
The weather is very unpredictable at 
the moment and it’s difficult to predict 
what it will be like from one day to the 
other. In light of the fact that we are 
spending longer outdoors, please can you 
make sure children have sun hats and 
sun cream as well as an extra layer of 
clothing in case it turns chilly. 

 
 

Childcare Choices 
Tax-free Childcare (TFC) 
This is a government-backed scheme 
that essentially reduces childcare costs 
by 20%. You open an online account and 
the government pays in 20p for every 
80p you pay in. You then pay us from 
this account. This scheme has been 
extended to include children up to 12 
years old. Details can be found on: 
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 
 

30 Hours Funding (30 Hrs FE) 
This is a government scheme available to 
parents of children aged 3 and 4 years, 
and also helps reduce monthly fees. 
Children are eligible in the term after 
their third birthday. If you are 
interested in taking up a 30 Hrs Funded 
place from Sept, you should apply on line 
asap: www.childcarechoices.gov.uk  
Please note that we have very limited 
availability for 30 Hrs FE and there are 
conditions that apply. 
For parents already in receipt of 30 Hrs 
Funding, please remember that this must 
be revalidated every 3 months. 
 

15 Hours Funding (15 Hrs FE) 
This is a government scheme available to 
parents of children aged 3 and 4 years, 
and also helps reduce monthly fees. 
Children are eligible in the term after 
their third birthday. 
 
If you would like to know more about any 
of these schemes, please contact me 
anytime. 
 


