
Hillyfields Herald Spring 2021 

 

Welcome to the Spring edition of the 
Hillyfields Herald.  
Firstly, a warm welcome to new parents and 
children that have joined us this year and 
we hope you have settled into the 
Hillyfields family. I’d like to remind you 
that my virtual door is always open and you 
are very welcome to contact me anytime by 
phone. For times when I am not available, 
my deputy Heather Davis or Lisa Illidge will 
be happy to help you.  
  

Kerrie Smith 
(Nursery Manager) 

 
Admin Apologies 

It appears that some of our parents missed 
out on emails because changes to our 
records weren’t saved. Please accept my 
sincere apologies if you were on the missing 
list but we’ve now updated our records and 
everything should work smoothly again. 
Thank you for your patience.  
 

Staff Updates 
For those who may have missed out on 
emails, here are the details of staff 
changes: 
Admin: Karen Bridges, our lead manager, 
has moved to Broadfields, our sister 
nursery in Catford, to cover while their 
nursery manager is on maternity leave. 
Karen remains a very big part of Hillyfields 
and is still very much involved with all our 
plans. As soon as Covid situation allows, she 
will be visiting regularly to catch up with 
staff and families here. 
Baby Room: Jayd has been promoted to 
room leader now that Lisa has taken over in 
Toddlers. Sarah has joined Lisa so that 
babies are supported as they transition to 
Toddler Room. Karima, Molly and Hannah 
remain in Baby Room with Jayd, and our 
recent recruits Tyler & Alisha.    
Toddler Room: Lisa has taken over as room 
leader working with with Claire, Sarah and 
Sade. Lynne and Kamau are covering until 
Jay and Andrea return when Covid 
restrictions allow. 
Pre-school: Vanessa has joined the  Pre-
school Tigers, working with Heather & 
Charlotte. 
Because current restrictions mean we are 
still having to operate limited interactions 
at handovers, you may not yet have met new 
staff members, but please feel free to ask 
about them. Their photos are on the 
website so please take a peak to help put 
faces to names.  
 

Facebook 
We are using Facebook much more regularly 
and I hope you’ve enjoyed seeing the photos 
of the kinds of things children have been 
doing at nursery. Please feel free to add 
your own pictures and comments and don’t 
forget to like the pictures so that we can 
see the interest. 

Covid – gentle reminders 
Although the overall pandemic situation is 
improving, none of us should allow ourselves to 
become complacent. The reopening of schools 
increases risk of contact and it is expected to 
lead to an increase in cases generally. 
Therefore, at this stage, we will not be 
relaxing any of our protocols and will continue 
to operate in bubbles in order to keep us all as 
safe as possible. 
 

Masks: staff and parents should continue to 
wear masks or visors for handover 
interactions as this helps keep us all safe.  If 
you are exempt from wearing a mask please 
let us know. 
 

Illness: The new Covid variants mimic cold-like 
symptoms so to minimise transmission, please 
do not come to Nursery if you or anyone in 
your house is even a teeny bit unwell, as that’s 
a new symptom. 
 

Daily feedback on children’s day: to avoid 
unnecessary waiting times, queues and to 
minimise the risk of contact for all, we 
continue to restrict the time we spend on 
daily feedback at the door. If you would like 
to have a more in-depth feedback at the end 
of the day, please do come earlier or call us 
anytime and we can share information without 
risk or inconvenience. 
 

Social distancing outside nursery: While we 
fully understand that it’s nice to catch up 
with other parents (a bit of normality that we 
all crave), we respectfully remind everyone to 
please leave the premises as promptly as 
possible at drop off and collection times and 
to avoid social mixing. Thank you for keeping 
to allocated slot times in the mornings - if you 
have forgotten your drop-off time please let 
us know. 
 

Website 
Just a reminder that all our Policies and 
Procedures and Holiday Dates can be found in 
the secure section of the Website. For online 
safety the website is password protected – 
please email me directly if you would like a 
reminder of our current password. 
Find us at: www.hillyfieldsdaynursery.co.uk 
You will also find lots of other helpful 
information, so it’s well worth a look.  
 
 

Happy Mothers’ Day 
The children have been preparing special bags 
containing special things for all our special 
mummies to have on  Sunday 14th 
 

Wishing all mummies a Happy Mothers’ Day 
and we hope you have a very special day  

 
 

 

World Book Day 
We celebrated World Book Day in style with 
lots of different activities to help children 
develop a love of books and reading. You’ll 
have seen from our Facebook that children 
dressed up in their favourite literary 
characters and participated in a variety of 
activities. Tiger parents should look out for a 
special email showing how well the children 
performed their World Book Day challenge. 
Don’t forget to use your book token by 28th 
March. Although more difficult to spend 
during lockdown, the tokens can be used in 
supermarkets, W H Smith and local 
bookshops that offer click and collect. 

 
Easter Bonnet Parade 

This year, we have decided it would be safer 
not to bring in Easter bonnets from home 
(and it takes away the pressure for parents 
having to source materials when shops remain 
closed). Instead, children will be making their 
own bonnets here at nursery where we have 
full supplies of paint, glue, paper, sequins etc 
(including the dreaded glitter!!). Look out for 
the finished pictures on Facebook   

 
Easter Egg Hunt 

The Easter Bunny has promised to visit 
us at nursery in the 
week beginning 29th 
March. As you can 
imagine, we are 
looking forward to a 
grand Easter egg 
hunt in the garden 

where we hope to find all the eggs the 
Easter Bunny has hidden! 

 
 

Nursery Closures 
Just a reminder that we will be closed 
for Easter:  

Monday 12th April 
to 

Friday 16th April (incl)  
 

We reopen on Monday 19th April 
 

 

Additionally, we will be closed for Bank 
Holidays on: 
*Friday 2nd April 
*Monday 5th April  
*Monday 3rd May 
*Monday 31st May 
 

And closed for mandatory staff training 
on: *Friday 4th June 2021 
 

N.B. Details of all closures can be found on 
the nursery website 
 
 


