
Hillyfields Herald Spring 2020 

 

Welcome to the spring edition of the 
Herald edition of 2020. 
A big welcome to new parents and children 
that have joined Hillyfields, I hope you are 
all settling in well. 
I’d like to remind you that my door is 
always open so please feel free to pop up 
and see me anytime if you have a query 
about any aspect of the nursery. For times 
when I am not available, you are welcome to 
speak to my third in charge Lisa Illidge 
(based in Babies) or senior practitioner 
Heather Davies (based in Tigers) And of 
course you are welcome to ring or email if 
you prefer. 

 Kerrie Smith 
(Nursery Manager Tues - Fri) 

 
Corona Virus 

There has been a great deal of 
inaccurate information in newspapers 
and online with extensive media 
speculation. We wanted to reassure 
you that we follow the advice and 
guidelines given by Public Health 
England (PHE), the official government 
body. 
 

By now, you should all have the letter 
from PHE that we distributed at the 
end of February. This gave the most 
recent updated information about how 
to minimise spread of any virus, 
including Corona. In addition, it gave 
details on what to do if anyone has 
returned from an affected area or had 
contact with an infected person. Please 
do let us know if you would like an 
additional copy of the PHE letter; 
however it will be put on the website 
too. 
 

As part of our control measures, we 
have placed hand sanitiser in the lobby 
for general use as you enter/ leave the 
premises. 

 

As always, please feel free to ask if 
you would like any other information 
 

World Book Day 
This year we will be celebrating World 
Book Day in the whole week beginning 
2nd March. We have lots of activities 
planned to further promote a love of 
books and reading. Children are invited 
to dress up as a favourite character 
from a book or to bring in a favourite 
book from home on any day that week. 
Already you should have all received a 
book token that you can use at 
selected shops to buy a special offer 
book or to put towards a book. 
 

Site Security 
To prevent unauthorised people from entering 
the premises, please remember not to let 
anyone in with you that you do not know. 
Please do not be afraid to ask who people are. 
We understand that it may be embarrassing, 
but nobody should take offence when politely 
asked to identify themselves or asked to wait 
until a member of staff is consulted. And 
please make sure no child follows you out 
without their parent or carer. 
 

Additionally, please could we remind everyone 
to close the entrance doors by lifting up the 
handle firmly as you enter and leave. 
 

Finally, please remember to close all gates 
behind you as you go up and downstairs to 
avoid any children from using the stairs 
unsupervised – they can be remarkably quick 
at times! 
 

Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 
To celebrate Mother’s Day this year, we 
would like to invite our mummies to a 
special afternoon tea on Thursday 19th 
March. Our space is limited so at the 
moment we are offering it only to those 
with children who attend on Thursdays. 
There will lots of tasty sandwiches, 
wonderful scones, delicious cakes and tea 
of course which will all served in vintage 
china to make it more special. Further 
details will follow soon but please save 
the date!   

Baby News! 
Congratulations to our Deputy, Chloe Smart, 
who gave birth to a baby girl rather earlier 
than was expected. Baby Edith was born on 9th 
February both are doing well and we hope to 
meet Edith very soon. 
 

We are still recruiting for Chloe’s 
replacement and hope to bring you news on 
this soon.  
 

Childcare Choices 
Tax-Free Childcare and 30 Hours Funding 
are two separate government schemes to help 
parents with the cost of childcare.  Please 
note that we have very limited availability for 
30 Hrs Funded. If you are interested in taking 
up a 30 Hrs Funded place in the summer 
term, you should apply online asap: 
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk  
HMRC sometimes needs more information 
from the parent to check whether they’re 
eligible, so parents should allow time for this. 
For parents already in receipt of funding, 
please remember that this must be 
revalidated every 3 months. 
For those with school-age children,  
Tax-free Childcare has now been extended 
to include children up to 12 years old.  
 

Find out more about these schemes at:  
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 
 

 

Easter Bonnet Competition 
Each room is planning to hold Easter Bonnet 
Parades in the week before Easter. All the 
children are invited to bring in bonnets that 
they have made/decorated at home (with or 
without parents’ help). The children 
themselves will be the judges and will help 
decide the favourite in their own room. There 
will be a special prize for each winner but 
everyone’s efforts will be rewarded. Look out 
for further details. Please make sure you 
bring your Easter bonnet in week beginning 
6th April.  
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
The Easter Bunny has promised to 
visit us at nursery in the week 
beginning 6th April. As you can 
imagine, we 
are looking 
forward to a 
grand Easter 
egg hunt in 
the garden 
where we 
hope to find 
all the eggs 
the Easter Bunny has hidden! 
 

Older Siblings 
We absolutely love to see older siblings when 
they accompany parents at drop off or pick 
up times. However, there have been occasions 
when they have disrupted the routine and 
unsettled other children. To avoid such 
stressful situations, we would be grateful if 
parents would kindly ensure that older 
siblings behave appropriately on premises. 

Nursery Closures 
Just a reminder that we will be closed 
for Easter:  

Friday 10th April 
to 

Friday 17th April (incl)  
 

Nursery re-opens on Monday 20th April 
 

Term-time only children: Please note 
the last day of nursery is Fri 3rd April  
 

Additionally, we will be closed for Bank 
holidays on: 
*Friday 8th May  
*Monday 25th May  
 

And closed for mandatory staff training 
on: *Friday 29th May  
 

Details of all closures can be found on:  
www.hillyfieldsdaynursery.co.uk 
For security reasons, our website contains 
password-protected areas - if you would like 
to access these areas, please ask a senior 
member of staff for the password. 


