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Welcome to the latest edition of the 
Hillyfields Herald… Firstly a huge thank you to 
everyone for helping us get through these trying times 
of Covid-19. The staff team have been overwhelmed by 
the messages of support and gratitude that we have 
received. Of course we haven’t always got things right 
but all of us have been doing our very best to keep 
children, parents and staff safe while still providing 
the very best service we can. We know how difficult it 
is for parents not being able to have the same input, 
feedback and communication but please don’t hesitate 
to call anytime or email - we always appreciate any 
suggestions, comments or feedback. For times when I 
am not available, you are welcome to speak to my 
seniors: Heather, Lisa or Charlotte.   

Best wishes   
Kerrie Smith (Nursery Manager) 

 

Lockdown changes 
As I write this, the final details of the new Tier 
restrictions have yet to be released. However, I 
wanted to reassure you that we will continue to 
minimize the risk to everyone by keeping our bubbles, 
maintaining robust hygiene and cleaning protocols and 
also social distancing rules. In the meantime, please 
could I remind everyone that if you or anyone in your 
household has symptoms of Covid the whole household 
must quarantine, including children. Nobody living in a 
household where someone has symptoms or tests 
positive should attend nursery. Thank you for working 
together with us to keep us all safe. 
 

 Starting School in 2021 
Just a reminder that if your chid is starting school 
next September, the closing date for applications is 
15th January 202. If you are thinking of deferring your 
child’s entry to school or have any questions, please let 
us know.  
 

Find out all you need to know about applying to start 
primary school in Lewisham: 
www.lewisham.gov.uk/primaryadmissions  
 

Christmas News 
We are very conscious that Christmas will be 
very different this year for everyone, but here 
at nursery, the staff team will be offering the 
usual kinds of festive fun and frolics to all 
children whilst supporting emotional wellbeing. 
As with lots of people, Christmas has started a 
little earlier this year. The decorations and trees 
are up around the nursery. All the children have 
been involved in art and craft activities to help 
decorate each room, and I will be taking 
photographs of the displays and putting them on 
our FaceBook page over the next couple of 
weeks. Christmas activities - cooking, singing, 
stories and discussions - are well underway. Look 
out for lots of work coming home at the end of 
term!  

Christmas News (cont) 
Christmas Lunch: Thursday 16th December  
Our cook, Bianca, is planning a traditional turkey dinner with all the 
usual delicious trimmings and special dessert. Of course, crackers 
and Christmas crowns will feature too!! 
 

Christmas Party: Tuesday 22nd December.  
Toddlers & Pre-school children will enjoy party games and 
Christmas tea with Christmas music and songs. Children are 
welcome to dress up in party clothes/ wear a Christmas jumper. 
Those children who do not normally attend on Tuesdays are invited 
to join us from 3-5pm.   
 

Babies don’t understand about Christmas and are easily 
overwhelmed by party celebrations; so they will have smaller 
celebrations over the last week. This way, they get to experience 
some Christmas magic but without any unnecessary disruption to 
their daily routine that could easily upset their sense of security.   

 
 

Due to Covid, Father Christmas 
will be unable to stay long this 
year but he has promised to 
make a flying visit to drop off 
the presents – three cheers for 
Santa!!! 
 
 

Christmas cards: please pop any cards for children or staff into 
the post box in the lobby. The last day for ‘posting’ will be Friday 
18th December. This allows sufficient quarantine time so that cards 
can be safely distributed during our last week. 
Christmas Gifts for Staff: many parents have already 
asked whether gifts can be brought in for staff as in 
previous years – and the answer is yes! Please leave any 
gifts in the box in the lobby - don’t forget to write names 
on them so we know who they’re for! This will be emptied 
each day so that items can then be safely quarantined 
before being given to the recipients. Alternatively you may 
prefer to give e-gifts/e-vouchers this year: these can be 
emailed to nursery and I can then forward them on to the 
individual members of staff.  
 

Christmas Closure: 
*Our last day: Wednesday 23rd December 

(Staff training days: 24th Dec & 4th Jan) 
   *We reopen: Tuesday 5th January 2021 
 

Wishing you all a very 
Happy & Healthy Christmas 
(and a Covid-free 2021!) 

 
From  

Everyone at Hillyfields 

 
 


