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Welcome to the first Herald edition 

of 2019. 

I hope you have all had a lovely start 

to the new year, we wish you a happy 

and healthy 2019! 

A big welcome to new parents and 

children that have joined Hillyfields, I 

hope you are all settling in well. 

I’d like to remind you that my door is 

always open so please feel free to pop 

up and see me anytime if you have a 

query about any aspect of the nursery. 

For times when I am not available, you 

are welcome to speak to my deputies 

Michelle Weston or Chloe Smart 

(Pre-School) or Lisa Illidge (Third-in-

charge and based in Babies). And of 

course you are welcome to ring or 

email if you prefer. 
 

 Kerrie smith 

(Nursery Manager) 

 

Buggy/ Pushchair Parking 
Despite previous pleas to fold up 

pushchairs, the problem with bad 

parking has continued. Last week there 

were 12 unfolded pushchairs left out! 

This is an unacceptable position as not 

everyone is able to manoeuvre these 

unfolded pushchairs in order to access 

their own. Additionally, these 

pushchairs overspill onto the play area, 

which impedes children’s play as well as 

posing a safety hazard.  

As users of the buggy storage, we 

implore you all to take time to fold and 

considerately store your own 

pushchair. The only exception to this is 

double pushchairs which may be stored 

unfolded in the space under the 

bottom shelf. Lighter models should be 

placed flat on one of the shelves. All 

other pushchairs should be stored 

upright against the ‘walls’ of the 

storage area. NB. Please ensure you 

apply the brakes before folding as this 

keeps the pushchair safely upright. As 

much as possible, please take 

pushchairs back home or to the car 

rather than leave them at nursery. 

Regrettably, unless the parking 

situation improves, we will be forced 

to limit the number of pushchairs. 

However, if you have any 

ideas on how we can improve 

this storage area, please, 

please let us know. 

The Great Outdoors! 
The benefits of outdoor play really are 

astounding, with research showing that 

outdoor opportunities for physical 

activity helps children to maintain a 

healthy body weight, improves 

movement skills, builds healthy hearts, 

develops self-confidence and improves 

learning and attention. Being outdoors 

also offers children many great 

learning opportunities. When outdoors 

there is space for children to be noisy, 

physical, energetic and exuberant; so 

enabling them to burn off their excess 

energy and get exercise which not only 

helps to keep them healthy but also 

develops their gross motor skills. Apart 

from the free-play element, children 

also do activities outside that help 

develop their understanding of the 

world - be it digging the soil and 

planting or exploring the elements and 

seasons. And opportunities for 

teaching maths, writing and reading are 

provided in a wide variety of outdoor 

activities. Outdoor play enables 

children to learn to be inquisitive and 

explore their surroundings; to be 

creative, imaginative and messy; as well 

as learning about the natural world and 

its wildlife.  
 

We strongly believe that fresh air in 

all weathers is beneficial to keeping 

the children happy, healthy and 

learning; so our children play outside 

throughout the year. As long as the 

children are wrapped up in appropriate 

clothing, there is no need to let the 

winter weather prevent these learning 

opportunities from happening. 
 

So, although it may seem better to 

keep children indoors when they have a 

cold, in fact it’s much healthier for 

them to be outdoors, away from the 

centrally-heated environment that 

viruses and bugs love so much! With 

that in mind, please could we remind 

you to ensure that your child has 

appropriate outdoor clothing. 

 

 

Staff News 
Shannon from the Baby room is expecting 

her first baby in May, but due to 

unexpected circumstances, Shannon has 

already gone on maternity leave. We send 

her and her partner our best wishes.  

We warmly welcome Molly Heaton as the 

new member of our Baby room team. 

 

 

Holiday Dates 2019/20 
Full details of our closures and term dates 

can be found on our website. Or please 

ask for an additional copy if you have 

misplaced the one given out before in 

December. 
 

Easter Closure Dates: 

  Mon 15th to Mon 22nd April inclusive 
  

  Nursery re-opens Tuesday 23rd April 
 

 

Older Siblings 
Much as we all love to see older 
siblings, please remember to ensure 
they are supervised and not allowed 
to disrupt others by running in and 
out of rooms. We would also be 
grateful if any resources used in the 
garden are appropriately put away 
afterwards. 
 

Spare Clothes 
Don’t forget to wash and return any items 

of clothing or underwear that your child 

may borrowed from nursery. This allows 

us to continue providing suitable clothes 

for any ‘accidents’ children may have.  

Please also bring in spare clothes for your 

child so that if they need changing during 

the day (due to participating in activities 

or playing in the water) we can use their 

own clothes to do so, please ensure they 

are clearly labelled  

 

Doll Clothes Wanted 
Do you have any dolls’ clothes that you 

know no longer need? Or perhaps some old 

prem baby clothes that our children could 

use to dress the dolls? Or maybe you or 

someone you know could knit some 

outfits? We would be grateful for any 

donations. 

 


